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(Currently Amended) The oupport nocombly of c l aim 7, whor« i n tho otoppod surface 
comprises: A support assembly for sun nortina a workoiece. con irisjnfl: 
a raramic body havlno a Ifirst side and a seco nd side dispose.: I opposite the first side, 
thP second side adapted to support the workpjece and havino a stepped surface, the stepped 



surface having a center portion, an intermediate portion and an outer p irtion, wherein a center 
portion extends farthest below the first side of th s ceramic body; 
a heatino element disposed in the ce ram'c body; 



a plate couoled to the ftftramic bodv: and 



a channel defined between the first side of th e ceramic body an : I a first side of the plate. 



9. (Currently Amended) 
surface further comprises: 
a plurality of posts < 



The support assembly of claim l[7]] : , wherein the stepped 



extending therefrom. 



10. (Currently Amended) The support assembly of claim [[1]] \l wherein the plate is 
fabricated from at least one material selected from the group of const: i:ing of aluminum nitride, 



aluminum oxide and aluminum. 



I 
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11 (Currently Amended) The support assembly of claim [[1]] 8, whurein the ceramic body 
is fabricated from at least one material selecte| from the group of consisting of aluminum 
nitride, aluminum oxide or dopei ceramics sucji as alumina doped ,flh titanium oxide or 
chromium oxide, doped aluminum oxide and doped boron-nitride. 



1 2. (Currently Amended) The 
a ceramic stem connected 

13, (Currently Amended) The 
through a hole in the plate. 



support ; 
to the body. 



14. (Currently Amended) The 
comprises: 

a means for retaining the plate in a pos'rtk 



1 5. (Currently Amended) The 
a plurality of fasteners 



16. (Currently Amended) 

comprises: 

a plurality of slots; and 
a fastener disposed 



assemb y of claim [Hll 8 furttv i ■ comprising: 



support asser 



support assembly of claim 12, where l the stem is disposed 



bly of claim [[1]] 8, wherein the stem further 



relative to the ceram ; body. 



support assembly of claim [[1]] 8 furthnr comprising: 
coupling the plate tp the ceramic body. 



The support assembly of claim [[1]] 8, vhere the plate further 



through at least one slot coupling the plate in the ceramic body. 



17. (Currently Amended) The support assembly of claim [[1]] 8 furthar comprising: 



a means for releasably regaining the plate 



in 



a position relative bi the ceramic body. 



18. (Original) The support assembly of clairji 17, wherein the mea 1 s for retaining the plate 
is at least one retention device selected from the group consisting c; a brazing material, an 
adhesive, a fastener, a lift pin gu de mating threaded portions, a press t or a bayonet fitting. 
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19. (Original) The support 
further comprises: 

a first flange coupled to the 



assembly of claim 
ceramic body; 



20. (Currently Amended) The 
a ring supported by an end 
a plurality of apertures 

plenum. 
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t8, wherein the mean* for retaining the plate 



i;hat interfaces with a ft' nge in the plate. 



support assembly of claim [[1]] 8 furtN; ' comprising: 



defining a plenum therewith; and 



21. (Currently Amended) The support 
further comprises: 

a passage formed in and surrounded by 
end and a second end both in fluid comm 
body, the first end disposed radially outWard 
with the channel 

22. (Cancelled) 



formed through the body and fluidly c: mmunicating with the 



assembly of claim [[1]} 8, whsrein the ceramic body 



23. (Cancelled) 



24. (Currently Amended) Asliooort assembly 



fluid communication with the second side of the ceramic body 
a heating element disposed in the cera mil: body: 



the ceramic body, the passage having a first 
Linication with the sam : surface of the support 
of the second end and in communication 



for supporting a work :iece comprising: 



a ceramic body having a first side and a sec ond side adapted to . support the workplace; 



a ceramic dpuv n a vum <a inql q^q « ^~ww. , 

a passage formed through the ceramic b idy having both a first • nd and a second end in 



a plate coupled to the c eramic body; | 

a channel defined between the first side of the ceramic body at : a first side of the plate, 



the channel in fluid communication with the alecond end of the pa!| jggeL_and The support 



assembly of c l aim 21 further comprising: 



at least one lift pin guide 
tab extending radially therefrom, 



disposed throudh the body and plate. ie lift pin guide having a 
the plate retained by the tab to the boi: y. 
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25. (Currently Amended) A support assembly for supporting a workplace comprising; 

a ceramic body having a first side and a second side adapted to support the workpiece; 
a stem coupled to the first side of the etete ceramic body; 
a 



plate circumscribing the stem and disposed adjacent to the fi'*t side of the ceramic 



body; 



a 



raining mean* f*r relsasablv retaining the plate to the ceram» body: and 

channel defined between the first side of the ceramic body and 1 1 first side of the plate. 



26. (Original) The support assembly of claim 25, wherein at least a f . 3rtion of the channel is 
formed in at least one of the plate or the ceramic body. 

27. (Original) The support assembly of claim 25, wherein the chann^ further comprises: 

a first portion having an orientation at least partially circumscrifchg a center axis of the 

support assembly: and 

a second portion having plurality of radially extending passages. 

28. (Original) The support assembly of claim 27, wherein the ceramic body further 
comprises: 

a plurality of apertures disposed through the ceramic body betw \ en the first surface and 
the second surface and fluidly coupled to the radially extending passage. 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Cancelled) 

31 . (Currently Amended) The support assembly of claim 25, whew the fMate mean§ further 

comprises: 

a plurality of slots; and 

a fastener disposed through at least one slot coupling the plate I d the ceramic body. 

32. (Cancelled) 



i 
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33 (Currently Amended) The support assembly of claim [[32]] 25, v herein the means for 
retaining the plate is at least one retention device selected from the jroup consisting of a 
U.a-Liny ■n-.U-riH, in adhesive a fastener, a lift pin guide mating thread* portions, a press fit or 
a bayonet fitting. 

34. (Currently Amended) The support assembly of claim [[32]] 25, , /herein the means for 
retaining the plate further comprises: 

a first flange coupled to the ceramic body; that interfaces with a f 1 1 mge in the plate. 

35. (Original) The support assembly of claim 25, wherein the ceramic body further 
comprises: 

a passage formed in and surrounded by the ceramic body, the passage having a first 
end and a second end both in fluid communication with the same surf* *> of the support body, 
the first end disposed radially outward of the second end and in < ■ )mmunication with the 
channel. 

36. (Currently Amended) The support assembly of claim \[22]\ 25 f .irther comprising a ring 
supported by the body and defining a plenum therewith, the plenum fit idly communicating with 
the apertures. 

37. (New) The support assembly of claim 8, wherein the channel is at least partially defined 
in the ceramic body. 

38. (New) The support assembly of claim 8, wherein the channel is at least partially defined 
in the plate. 

39. (New) The support assembly of claim 8, wherein the channel fi, ther comprises: 

a first portion having an orientation at least partially circumscribing a center axis of the 
support assembly; and 

a second portion having plurality of radially extending passages:. 
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40. (New) The support assembly of claim 39, wherein the ceramic boi ly further comprises: 
a plurality of apertures disposed through the ceramic body betwem the first surface and 
the second surface and fiuidly coupled to the radially extending p?i ssages. 

41 (New) The support assembly of claim 8, wherein the ceramic boc ' further comprises: 
a vacuum port disposed through the ceramic body. 

42. (New) The support assembly of claim 24, wherein the body furthi : r comprises: 

a plurality of apertures formed through the body in fluid communication with the channel. 
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